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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
AUTUMN TERM 2015

STARTS ENDS

Monday 7th September 2015 Friday 23rd October 2015

Half Term Holiday Monday 26th October 2015 Friday 30th October 2015

Monday 2nd November 2015 Friday 18th December 2015

Christmas Holiday Monday 21st December 2015 Friday 1st January 2016

SPRING TERM 2016

STARTS ENDS

Monday 4th January 2016 Friday 12th February 2016

Half Term Holiday Monday 15th February 2016 Friday 19th February 2016

Monday 22nd February 2016 Friday 18th March 2016

Spring Holiday Monday 21st March 2016 Friday 1st April 2016

SUMMER TERM 2016

STARTS ENDS

Monday 4th April 2016 Friday 27th May 2016

Half Term Holiday Monday 30th May 2016 Friday 3rd June 2016

Monday 6th June 2016 Monday 21st July 2016

BANK HOLIDAYS 
Friday 1st January 2016  
Friday 25th March and Monday 28th March 2016
Monday 2nd May 2016
Monday 30th May 2016

TRAINING DAYS
1st and 2nd September 2016 
Further 3 days will be arranged.
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You should get to school by 8:30 to ensure you are on time for your morning registration at 8:40.
 

REGISTRATION 8:40 – 8:50 am

PERIOD 1 8:50 – 9:50 am

PERIOD 2 9:50 – 10:50 am

PERIOD 3 10:50 – 11:10 am (Tutorial/Assembly)

BREAK 11:10 – 11:30 am

PERIOD 4 11:30 – 12:30 pm

LUNCH 12:30 – 1:20 pm

PERIOD 5 1:20 – 2:20 pm

PERIOD 6 2:20 – 3:20 pm

 
If a student is late to school, they will automatically receive a 45 minute detention after school that 
day. Parent/Carers will be notified by text. Booster classes often take place straight after school 
and parents/carers will be notified if students are required to attend.

Students are expected to eat lunch at school. Lunch can be bought in the canteen. Free school 
meals are available to children whose families are in receipt of Income Support.  Applications are 
processed in school.  A form is included in your admission pack.
 
The canteen offers a wide choice of food each day from main meals to snacks and sandwiches.  
Vegetarian options are always available. Lunchtime supervision is carried out by midday assistants 
and they are supported by teaching staff. Children who bring their pack lunch also eat in the 
canteen.  Eating is only permitted in this area on grounds of hygiene and to prevent litter. 
 
The canteen is also open at break time for snacks between 11.10am - 11.30am and for breakfast 
from 8am. At breakfast, students can choose from cereal, toast, and a selection of drinks.
 
The canteen operates a cashless system. Money can be added to a child’s account using Parentpay, 
an online payment tool available via a link at the top of the home page of the School’s website – 
over the summer, you will be sent information on how to log-in and make payments before term 
starts.  Free school meals are added automatically so that other students do not know who is 
obtaining free meals.
 

THE SCHOOL DAY

LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS
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At Woodside High School we wear our uniform with pride and recognise the importance of looking 
smart at all times. 

BOYS GIRLS

• Plain white – long or short sleeve shirt

• Black Blazer with embroidered badge on 
pocket

• Blue and Silver tie

• Plain black trousers

• Black socks

• Plain black flat leather shoes with no 
markings (NO trainers, plimsolls or boots)

• Plain black v-necked jumper (no round-
necked jumpers or sweatshirts)

Boys must be clean-shaven.

• Plain white - long or short sleeve blouse

• Black Blazer with embroidered badge on 
pocket

• Blue and Silver tie

• Plain black straight cut, medium width 
trousers / a plain ‘A’ shaped knee length 
black skirt

• Black socks / Plain black tights

• Plain black flat leather shoes with no 
markings (NO trainers, plimsolls or boots)

• Plain black v-necked jumper (no round-
necked jumpers, cardigans or sweatshirts)

SCHOOL PE KIT
PE Kit: green sweatshirt with logo, green polo shirt with logo, black tracksuit bottoms or shorts 

and trainers, which may only be worn during PE.

Please ensure that all items are named.

SCHOOL EQUIPMENT
School bag large enough to carry A4 folders

Full pencil case including at least two black/blue pens, a green pen, pencil, ruler, sharpener, 
rubber, protractor, compass.

Useful items: coloured pencils, calculator, highlighters

Uniform and PE kit available at:
Kenzie School Wear at Unit 27
The Market Hall Wood Green Shopping Centre, 
opposite Iceland 

Ties and badges are available from the school during the summer holidays from 23rd July onwards at 
10.00am to 1.30pm daily costing £3.80 each, (price may change). 

Some parents may be eligible for a uniform grant. Information is available from the office

Only one pair of small stud earrings can be worn at school. No other jewellery is allowed. 
Hairstyles must be sensible – no shaved patterns, tramlines or slits in eyebrows. Only natural hair 
colours allowed.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Divine Solutions School wear LTD
3 Northumberland Park (opposite new Sainsbury’s)
London
N17 0TA
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WELCOME FROM MS AKANRO

Dear Year 7 Student,

Welcome to a new adventure and to many new challenges as part of your first year at 
secondary school!

Perhaps the biggest challenges are for those of you who have no experience of a large 
school, who may be leaving their friends, or who find change difficult. Part of the process 
of becoming a teenager is learning to deal with new things in your lives and with the help 
of your parents/careers, friends and teachers, you will cope and learn to enjoy these 
experiences.

With this in mind, you might like to consider the following suggestions:

• Always be yourself and don't try to change just to fit in. 
• Be patient and mix with a whole lot of people for a start. 
• Always be aware of how others may be feeling and help them feel comfortable. 
• Don't fall into the trap of trying to impress by silly behaviour or not being you. 
• Approach people with an open mind and a willingness to learn about them.
• Don't make judgments based on appearances. 
• Keep your parents/careers in the picture about how things are going and discuss any 

difficulties.
• Try to take control of your own progress and don't blame others for things you 

should or should not have done. Instead, be independent as much as possible.
• Treat others as you would like to be treated. 

As you progress through Year 7, you will find a variety of activities across many different 
areas of the school. We know that you have a great deal to offer. So, as opportunities 
arise, get involved, try new things and don't be put off by the fact you haven't done 
something before or your friends don't think it is 'cool'. As you go through school you will 
realise that you have an important contribution to make, one that benefits you as well as 
those students that will follow after you.

I look forward to getting to know you all. I want to remind you that it may be a little 
daunting at first, but that within a very short time, you should feel very much a part of 
The Woodside High Family.

Yours sincerely,

Ms Mary Akanro
Year 7 Attainment Manager
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PERSONAL PROPERTY

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY

Students are advised not to bring large sums of money, expensive or valuable items of any kind to 
school. Any mobile phones brought onto the school premises must be switched off and not used 
under any circumstances. If mobile phones are used at any point during the school day, they will be 
confiscated and only returned upon collection by a parent or guardian.
Personal property is the responsibility of the individual and the school cannot accept liability for 
lost, missing or stolen property of any kind.  It is important that clothing, school bags, instruments 
etc, should never be left unattended anywhere in the school buildings. 

It is important that your child attends school every day and arrives to each lesson on time.  
Students’ attendance and punctuality is recorded electronically in each tutor group every morning 
and at the beginning of every lesson. A note explaining the reason for any absence should be sent 
with your child and given in at the student reception on their return to school. The school must be 
contacted on the first day of absence.  Parents will receive a text message to their mobile phones to 
request a reason for unauthorised absence.

If your child is late to school they will receive a 45 minute detention that day. Parents/Carers will 
be notified by text.
 
What can you do to promote good attendance? 

1. Ensure that you develop a routine that allows your child to get to school on time in the 
morning and ready for learning.  

2. Make sure your child attends school each day and on time.  
3. Praise your child when their attendance and punctuality is good.
4. If your child is sick or prevented from attending for any unavoidable reason, contact the school 

on the first day of absence.  You may be asked to allow your doctor to provide relevant details 
of your child’s medical records.

5. Speak to the Education Welfare Officer if your child is reluctant to go to school for any reason.
6. Seek permission from the school giving details (well in advance) if there is an important matter 

requiring your child to be absent from school.  The school cannot give permission for absence 
for things which are non-essential.

7. If you receive a letter about your child’s attendance, don’t ignore it.  Please contact the 
school.

Please help us in ensuring your child gets the best possible chance of achieving their full potential in 
school by supporting them to attend school and arrive punctually.
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COMMUNICATION WITH 
PARENTS/CARERS

The school will contact you at least once each term regarding your child’s academic progress.  This 
will be in the form of either:

• Parents’ evening to meet subject teachers and receive a full academic progress report.

• Review evening with form tutors to focus on particular aspects of your child’s learning.

• A data report from the Attainment Manager/tutor and every subject teacher once a year which 
will include key information on targets, current working levels and exam results.

If we are concerned about your child’s progress, either linked to inappropriate behaviour, lack of 
homework, poor attendance or punctuality, we will contact you by phone or letter.  It is important 
you support us in this process by keeping your details up-to-date.  Please inform us of any changes 
to your address or telephone numbers. 

We are always very keen to inform you of any successes and often the tutor or subject teacher will 
phone or write to let you know about these.

You child is important to us. Please let us know of any issues/concerns or information that will help 
the school to support them.  We need to be informed of any medical condition, anxieties or previous 
history relevant to their schooling to ensure your child receives the attention appropriate to his or 
her needs.  However minor, do not hesitate to contact either the form tutor or Attainment Manager 
attached to your child.  

We have an excellent newsletter that will be sent via text link on a weekly basis and other letters 
and circulars will also be sent informing you of what is currently happening in school.  We produce 
a termly magazine called Woodside Voice. You can visit our website and view the latest School news 
and calendar dates at www.woodsidehighschool.co.uk.

We also have a system called SLG (Sims Learning Gateway) which allows you to log on to a website 
to view your child’s attendance, assessment results, timetable and you can find all the current 
homework that has been set for your child by their teachers. More information on this will be 
presented to you in the near future.
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STUDENT PLANNERS
All students are given a student planner when they start the academic year. The planner is designed 
to help personalise your child’s learning and to encourage them take the responsibility for their 
work and organisation.  
Within the planner there are pages where the student can write their timetable, list of teachers 
and most importantly, their homework.  The planner is an essential tool to assist the child in their 
learning.  It allows the student to organise and remember what the teacher has asked them to do 
for homework and when homework is due to be handed in to the teacher.
If you have any queries or wish to send a message to school you can do so through the planner.  
Tutors will check and counter sign the planner weekly.  We hope your child keeps their planner up to 
date and you support them with this.   Planners which are lost have to be replaced at a small cost.  

Use the student planner to support your child’s learning through homework
Please check your child’s planner on a daily basis so you can participate in organising their learning.  
Help your child organise their homework by checking that he or she gives plenty of time to complete 
the tasks.  Some students may decide to leave the hardest or longest homework to the end.  This 
may not be the right choice.  Make sure they have plenty of time to seek help from their teacher 
before the due date.

Homework tasks will also be displayed on the Show My Homework website which can be accessed 
from the school website.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES & CLUBS
HOMEWORK CLUB
Homework club offers a place for your child to work in a supportive environment.  School support 
staff run these clubs. Our study centre is also a place where homework can take place with internet 
access. This is staffed by the school librarian. Homework clubs usually take place at lunchtime or 
after school.  

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES 
PE, Music, Dance, Art and Drama run subject-related activities during lunch time and after school.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS
We have many links to the local community and feeder schools and have the White Hart Lane 
Community Centre across the road from our school. A full list of after school activities will be 
provided for you in September.

SCHOOL TRIPS
As part of the curriculum and rewards system, the school organises school trips.  Parents and 
carers will always be informed in advance through a letter and a permission slip must be returned 
before students can attend.  All trips are organised according to Local Authority Health and Safety 
guidelines to ensure that the trips are safe and support your child’s learning.
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REWARDS AND CONSEQUENCES
Actions students choose will have consequences. Good choices will result in praise and rewards 
(Vivos): poor choices will result in consequences. 
 

REWARDS
The Vivo Miles rewards system recognises students who make the right choices. Vivo Miles are 
awarded to students for going above and beyond basic expectations and can be redeemed online in 
exchange for some of the following rewards:

• Cinema vouchers

• Shopping vouchers

• Stationery items

• Sports and Music equipment

• Books

• and lots more
 

VIVO MILES
Students will automatically enter Woodside’s reward programme by accumulating Vivo Miles. All 
Vivo Miles will be recorded on SIMs. Vivos may be given out by members of staff for things like:

• good independent work in class or at home

• Renaissance Reading and reading quizzes being successfully completed

• good effort / contribution in lessons

• good presentation

• contribution to whole school events

• extra-curricular activities

• representing Woodside High School in a positive light

• Consistently being on time, having equipment and correct uniform

• 100% attendance

• Supporting other students

 

 

BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING



12

The Consequence System is used when students make the wrong choices. The system is consistent 
across the school and gives students the opportunity to reflect on their actions and change their 
behaviour. Like the consistent expectations regarding Teaching and Learning the expectations 
regarding behaviour are also consistent across the school. 

The 5 Levels of Consequence poster is clearly visible in all classrooms.

C1 Verbal warning recorded on board

C2 Final verbal warning recorded on board

C3 Detention for minimum of 15 minutes (with class teacher or other adult)

C4 Detention for 45 minutes after school. Logged on SIMs. Letter sent home.

C5 Possible removal from lesson, referral to HOD/YAM/SLT. Investigation and further 
sanction including internal or external exclusions.

 

C1 Verbal Warning
A student who is rude, shouts out, disobeys instructions or behaves inappropriately will be issued 
with a first warning - Consequence One (C1) by the class teacher or support staff. These verbal 
warnings are not to be centrally recorded but should be noted by the class teacher e.g. on the 
board, in notebook etc. 

Examples of where a C1 can be communicated to a student are;
• Rudeness e.g. chatting back to a teacher or other adult, talking whilst teacher is talking, 

making comments to other pupils which cause them to react
• Shouting out
• Disobeying instructions of a teacher or other adult
• Behaving inappropriately e.g. moving around without permission

C2 Final Warning
If a student persists in being rude, shouts out, disobeys instructions or behaves inappropriately 
then a second, final warning is issued, and a tick is made against their name on the board (if in 
class).

The issuing of C2 gives a student the choice and chance to make the final, right, decision.

C3 Detention
If a student does not meet the expectations for a third time they receive a detention.
A detention will be issued for minimum of 15 minutes.

This detention could take place at break, lunchtime or after school.

CONSEQUENCES
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C4 Detention
If a student does not meet the expectations for a fourth time, the length of their detention is 
extended.
A detention will be issued for 45 minutes after school.
This must be entered on SIMs and parents/carers must be given 24 hours’ notice.

A C3 or C4 could be given due to an escalation of warnings, (C1, C2 etc.) or may jump straight to 
this category due to the severity of the incident (see automatic C4 behaviours below):

C3 or C4 after escalation of warnings in classrooms
• Continued rudeness e.g. chatting back to a teacher or other adult, talking whilst teacher is 

talking, making comments to other students which cause them to react
• Continual shouting out
• Continual disobeying instructions of a teacher or other adult
• Continual inappropriate behaviour e.g. moving around without permission, throwing pens or 

paper across room
• Failure to complete, satisfactorily, classwork, homework or coursework.
• Automatic C4 around the school or in class
• Persistent inappropriate uniform e.g. no blazer, consistently not wearing uniform correctly
• Rudeness to staff
• Deliberately offensive language directed at an individual e.g. swearing etc.
• Not bringing PE kit

C5
If a student does not meet the expectations for a fifth time they may be removed from the 
lesson (sent to Remove) and behaviour will be investigated by HOD/YAM/SLT.
This challenge to the staff member’s authority has to be over and above all of the reasons 
listed for a C3 or C4. Any adult in the school who feels that the authority of the school has been 
challenged may issue a C5.

C5 incidents must be referred to the HOD/YAM/SLT for further investigation.

Automatic C5:
• Absolute refusal
• Swearing at staff
• Intimidating/threatening behaviour
• Fighting
• Carrying a weapon
• Carrying/use of drugs

C5s could lead to a Fixed Term or Permanent Exclusion. Bringing a weapon onto the school site 
leads to an automatic permanent exclusion.
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Students can be placed on report to their tutor 
(green report), Year Attainment Manager (orange 
report) or a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team (red report) when there are concerns 
about their behaviour.  

Parents/Carers will be informed when a student 
is placed on report.

STUDENT REPORTS

RENAISSANCE READING
We believe that reading is the most important skill a child can learn at school. It is critical 
in developing vocabulary, comprehension, emotional intelligence and, at a utilitarian level, 
understanding questions and writing answers in exams in every subject. Most importantly reading is 
a skill for life, opening the door to a wealth of different worlds and experiences.

At Woodside High School, we care deeply about giving our students every opportunity to develop 
and enhance their reading skills. To this end we will be using the Accelerated Reader programme 
with students in years 7-9, to help them improve their reading skills. Each student in years 7-9 will 
read for 20 minutes during the school day, have one reading lesson a week and read each evening at 
home. There will also be weekly awards to recognise students and tutor groups who are putting the 
most effort into improving their reading skills.

What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated reader provides three easy steps to help students improve their reading skills.
Step 1: Students read a book within their ability range, which is known as zone of proximal 
development (ZPD). There are a plethora of books for students to choose from and students can 
even request for books to be put on the Accelerated Reader programme.
Step 2: Once students have finished their books, they take a comprehension quiz.
Step 3: A report is generated after a quiz, which provides an opportunity to monitor the progress 
students are making and keep them motivated in the programme.

Let’s get reading!!!

ACCELERATED READER
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BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE
As a Business and Enterprise specialist school, we have developed specialist teaching in ICT, Maths 
and Business Studies. In addition to the specialist academic work, the Business and Enterprise 
specialism gives the school the opportunity to develop enterprise education across the curriculum.
This involves providing opportunities both within the curriculum and through enrichment activities 
for students to developing life-long skills which will enable students to be successful both in 
school and later in employment.  Each department through their curriculum develops skills such as 
leadership, self-confidence, problem solving, analytical thinking, teamwork and communication, 
skills which employers are looking for. 

Some of the exciting activities students have been involved in include:

• Whole school enterprise competition for each year group
• Students working  with primary schools to develop enterprise activities 
• Students competing in regional and national enterprise Master class competitions
• Inviting entrepreneurs into school  to work with students
• Students compete in regional and national debating competitions
• Students compete in local and regional ‘Dragons Den’ competitions 
• Young Enterprise work with every year group on variety of enterprise activities
• Annual Enterprise Week of activities during which the time table is suspended.
• Various fund raising and social enterprise activities.
• Partnership with a Business and & Enterprise  school in China
• An enterprise passport to record students enterprise achievement
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms P. McCausland

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2174

SUPPORT FOR YOUR CHILD

Many students at some time during their school life will need support and help. At Woodside High 
School we recognise this as a high priority and that it involves every member of staff.

Support for your child includes the following:

• A Student Support Centre (SSC) which provides support for students by offering group work and 
where appropriate, individual counselling sessions.

• An experienced team of teaching assistants provide in class support as well after school sessions 
to support your child’s learning. This includes developing materials that will help your child in 
their lessons

• Specialist in-class and withdrawal support to improve literacy skills.
• A team of Learning Mentors who are there to support the work of the Attainment Managers 

with whom they meet with on a regular basis in order to ensure your child’s success. Our Lead 
learning mentor works with specific year groups in the establishment and the training of student 
mentors.

• A number of professionals from outside school so that additional expert advice and support can 
be provided.

• We are keen to ensure that we meet with you to discuss any issues or concerns that we may 
both have regarding the progress of your child

• All of the staff that are there to support your child receive training that provides students with 
high levels of support on a regular basis.

• Our Special Educational Needs policy is carefully monitored by  the Senior Leadership team of 
the school and also by one of our governors of the school

ADDITONAL EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS DEPARTMENT
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ART

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms A. Fiore

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2511

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

In Year 7, Art is taught in rotation with the Technology department. Students will receive a double 
lesson (2 hours) and rotate between subject areas every 7-8 weeks.

As students arrive at Woodside High School with various skills and ability in Art, the department 
aims to teach students basic drawing and painting skills, which are then reinforced and further 
developed throughout Year 8 and 9.  

HOMEWORK

Students are set homework every fortnight.  Tasks set are used to reinforce, develop and improve 
techniques taught within the lesson. Homework set should take students about 30 minutes to 
complete and is to be presented on A4 paper or in their sketchbooks.

TOPICS

Basic drawing and shading unit 

Basic Painting skills Unit-Colour Theory

Imaginary Environment

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Students can ask their art teacher or any member of the department for extra support or assistance 
with tasks set in lessons or for homework.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mr M. Newman

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2514

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Design and technology prepares students to participate in tomorrow’s rapidly changing technologies.  
They learn to think and intervene creatively to improve quality of life.  The subject calls for 
students to become autonomous and creative problem solvers, as individuals and as members of 
a team.  They must look for needs, wants and opportunities and respond to them by developing 
a range of ideas and making products and systems.  They combine practical skills with an 
understanding of aesthetics, social and environmental issues, function, design and technology, and 
it uses and effects.  Through design and technology, all students can become discriminating and 
informed users of products and become innovators.

Students will be given opportunities to work with a range of materials in Product Design, Graphics, 
Food, CAD-CAM and Systems & Control.

TOPICS

In each year, students rotate every 8-10 weeks between the four subject areas within Design and 
Technology:

Product Design
Structures – the bridge project

Introduction to metals and wood
The candle holder project

An Introduction to Computer Aided Design

Food Technology
Packed lunch
Fruit salad

Biscuits
Little cakes
Sandwiches

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Help is readily available from all Technology teachers at break time, lunchtime and after school.  
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DRAMA

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms S. Birks

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2565

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

In Year 7, we start by assessing the student’s ability in drama, introducing them to the drama 
studios and the expectations of these spaces, whilst focusing on creating a fun, structured and safe 
environment for creative drama to take place. Students are encouraged to work in teams displaying 
teamwork, cooperation, communication and concentration

After the introductory phase in the first half term students begin to develop and work on drama 
skills through the exploration of issues and the use of scripts. Students study one unit of work 
each half term, producing an assessed task of at the end of each unit which is given a National 
Curriculum level.  

Students are also given a National Curriculum Level during each term which we use to compile 
individual assessment data.  We aim to make all our lessons interactive, catering for a range of 
diverse learning styles and abilities by utilising exciting multi-media resources, such as interactive 
whiteboards, film clips, music, costume, lighting and masks.  We also emphasise the fundamental 
skills of speaking and listening and reading as outlined by the National Curriculum and help to 
promote literacy.

Students are encouraged to take part in the annual School Play which takes the form of popular 
musical theatre. Our recent production of We Will Rock You was a big success with students, staff 
and parents!

HOMEWORK

Homework is set on a weekly basis and is specific to whichever unit of work is being studied.  
Homework can be checked on the Show My Homework Website. 

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the students will study:

• An Introduction to Drama – baseline assessment, the classroom rules, getting to know the group. 
• Sweeney Todd – Still Images, Narration, Thought tracking, Movement & Mime.
• In the Spring term, the students will study:
• Mohammed Ali – Using still image, narration, thought tracking, monologue and stage combat. 
• The Island – Characterisation, Given Circumstances, Role--play.
• In the summer term, the students will study:
• Civil Rights - Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King: Using Drama to explore cultural issues. 
• Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations – Looking at script work and stage craft and consolidates all skills 

learnt throughout the year. 

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Help is readily available from all Drama teachers at lunchtime and after school. Students and 
parents can consult the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) to find out times for homework support, 
literacy, reading and other after-school clubs.



22

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mrs C. Hardy

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2563

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

In Year 7, we deliver a programme of study in line with the national curriculum which covers the 
study of poetry, prose, media, drama and non-fiction.  

Students study one unit of work each half term, producing an assessed task of at the end of each 
unit where students achieve a grade from 9-1, however weekly assessment is also conducted 
focussing on Literacy skills.

Students are also given an assessment in reading, writing, speaking and listening at the end of each 
half term, which we use to compile individual assessment data.  All our lessons are interactive, 
catering for a range of diverse learning styles and abilities by utilising exciting multi-media 
resources.  The curriculum now mirrors the new GCSE expectations. 

RENAISSANCE READING

The Renaissance Reading programme is part of the year 7 curriculum. This accelerated reading 
programme ensures that all students are actively engaged in reading. All students complete a star 
reading test that generates their reading ages and national curriculum level. We then use this data 
to track and monitor pupil progress.

Students have a 1 hour lesson in the library once a week and during this time they read and take a 
quiz after they have finished reading their book. Students are also encouraged to read for at least 
20 minutes a day during tutorial and at home and to take their quizzes during lunch times and after 
school. This helps improve reading ages and inculcates an enthusiasm for reading. The programme 
is designed to improve reading skills not only in English but across all subject areas. Woodside High 
School is currently the only Model School in London.

HOMEWORK

Homework is set on a weekly basis and is specific to whichever unit of work is being studied.  

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

Poetry
Non-fiction 

Prose

Media
Poetry

20th Century novel

Drama
Short Stories

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Help is readily available from all English teachers at lunchtime and after school. Students and 
parents should consult the weekly newsletter to find out times for homework support, literacy, 
reading and other after-school clubs.

ENGLISH
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mr C. Habbad

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2552

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

We run an Initial Language Development Programme (ILDP) for students who are at the beginning 
stages of learning English. This programme is taught in small mixed groups for five lessons per 
week. The programme is taught at three levels depending on the student’s ability in English: The 
Beginners, The Movers and Flyers, and The Flyers.

The content of the language programme is mainstream subject language centred in order to support 
language development. We believe that the acquisition of good English is a vital key for a student to 
achieve, increase their self-esteem and give them the ability to actively participate in school life.

HOMEWORK

At the beginning of the course, students are expected to complete assessments in class to ascertain 
their level of English. Further on into the course, regular homework will be set.

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

English – Building vocabulary, 
structures and fluency.

Maths – Basic numerical 
concepts and functions.

Science – Changes in Life

 English – Building 
comprehension and information 

retrieval.

Maths – Shape and space

Science – Forces at work

English - Exploring 
appropriate language 

varieties, register and genre 
according to audience, and 

purpose and setting.

Maths – Algebra

Science – Processes of life

WHERE TO FIND HELP

All EAL staff are happy to help.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE
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HUMANITIES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mr M. Saunders

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2539

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Humanities is the study of both History and Geography.
In Year 7, students are taught for two periods a week.  One period a week for both History and 
Geography will be taught.

Students are taught from teacher-developed schemes of work which include many worksheets and 
textbooks.  Students have regular tasks designed for them to measure their learning.  Both subjects 
are designed to be interactive and the schemes of work are constantly updated to encompass 
learning styles.  

HOMEWORK

Homework is set and marked regularly and is seen as an essential tool to aid learning in the 
classroom.

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the students will study: In the spring term, the students will study:
Geography

Where students live
Settlement and cities

History
Family History

Norman Conquest

Geography
Map Reading and rivers and flooding

Urban and rural areas

History
Middle Ages

King John and Magna Carta

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Staff will always be ready to help at break or lunchtime and there is always a Humanities teacher 
around after school to answer any questions that students may have.  
If parents would like to meet with a teacher they can contact the member of staff at the school to 
make an appointment. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mr A. Paupiah

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 889 6761

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

In Year 7, students are taught Computer science one period per week in their tutor groups. The new 
revised curriculum, Computer Science means that the subject will also need to incorporate teaching 
students programming Skills.

A presentational package is used in conjunction with interactive whiteboards to ensure that lessons 
are interesting and engaging for the students. Students are also taught different programming 
techniques as well as apply them in problem solving activities.

Students are taught from teacher-developed schemes of work which include many worksheets and 
textbooks.  Students have regular tasks designed for them to measure their learning.  Both subjects 
are designed to be interactive and the schemes of work are constantly updated to encompass 
learning styles.  

HOMEWORK

Homework is set and marked regularly and is seen as an essential tool to aid learning in the 
classroom.  Sam learning and ShowmyHomework is also used to set homework online

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

Unit 1:  Internet 
communication, and e-safety 

and E-mail
Unit 2:  Shakespeare Comic 

Strip

   Unit 3:  Binary and Control
   Unit 4:  Spy School

Unit 5:  Introduction to 
programing/Flowol

   Unit 6:  Programming in 
(Python/BYOB)

*Note that some lessons are sometimes combined to fit the terms length

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Help is available during lunch time and after school. The school MLE will have links to resources that 
teachers will post on a regular basis. 
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MATHS

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms J. Berry

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2537  ext: 137

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Students are taught Mathematics in sets which are created according to the students ability. In 
year 7, students are allocated to a set based on their primary school maths results and also on CATs 
assessments taken prior to their arrival.  Students are taught maths for four periods per week.

HOMEWORK

The homework set by teachers should take between 30 and 45 minutes to complete. Homework 
is set on a weekly basis. We strongly encourage the use of the VLE to support pupils with their 
homework and also set a variety of homework on mathematical based internet sites.

TOPICS

The New Curriculum changes have been incorporated into our Schemes of Work.  There will be a 
major focus on Problem Solving, Mathematical Fluency and Mathematical Reasoning.  These will 
be incorporated throughout the four strands of Number, Data Handling, Algebra and Shape.

Each set has a detailed scheme of work which is written according to the needs and ability of the 
group. With the new revised curriculum now in place, functional skills have been integrated into 
the schemes of work in order to encourage pupils to think independently and explore the various 
areas of Mathematics via investigational work and rich based tasks.  At the end of each half term, 
students will take an end of module test in order to assess and monitor the progress they are 
making. At the end of year 7, students will sit a calculator and a non-calculator examination

WHERE TO FIND HELP

A workshop Maths Doctor is run once per week after school for any students who need help.

The maths department also recommends the following websites for any students requiring 
information:

www.woodside-vle.co.uk
www.mathswatch.co.uk

www.mymaths.co.uk
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MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mrs Senior

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2582

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Either French or Spanish is taught for 2 lessons per week. The course books used in the department 
is Mission: Francais for French: and Mira! for Spanish but there is a large amount of authentic 
material and interactive whiteboards resources and websites used in both languages.  

Students are taught in mixed ability groups in Year 7 and from Year 8, they are taught in ability sets.  
Each half-term learners are tested on an End of Unit task to show what has been learned during that 
particular unit of work. 

The department makes use of songs and rhymes and interactive whiteboard activities in language 
classrooms and from the start, the emphasis is on using the four skills: Listening, Reading, Speaking 
and Writing. There is also a big emphasis on ICT with ICT suites used in languages for students once 
a week.

HOMEWORK

Homework is set each week and posted on Show my Homework. We set a lot of oral tasks to help 
memorisation in Year 7.

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

 Describe myself and other 
people

 Talk about my family
 Talk about nationalities, 
countries and languages
 Describe where I live

Talk about my routines and 
someone else’s

Talk about school subjects

 Talk about my hobbies and my 
friends

 Talk about my birthday
Talk about food items and 

menus  
 

 The country of France and 
its regions

 Talk about the Future
Talk about feelings
Talk about holidays

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Your teacher will always be ready to help at break, during lunch or after school.  Speak to your 
teacher and make an appointment.
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MUSIC

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mrs C. Danso

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2510

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

By engaging students in making and responding to music, students develop their understanding 
and appreciation of a wide range of music.  Students extend their own interests and increase 
their ability to make judgements about music quality.  Music teaching in key stage 3 is about 
developing each of the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising in all activities.  
In particular, students should acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of: how music 
is constructed, the use of musical elements and devices; how music is produced, the use of 
instruments, ICT (Music technology), musical processes and procedures, including relevant symbols 
and notations; and how music is influenced by time and place. 

HOMEWORK

Personalised project-based learning tasks are common in Year 7.  Pupils have an opportunity to 
extend their learning at home; researching and creating different tasks based on a given topic.   
Music is an integral part of the curriculum and children may receive music to practice once a week.

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

Unit 1 -  Rhythm and Pulse 
( Exploring note values and 

Rhythms)

Unit  2 - Instruments and 
Ensembles ( exploring 

instruments of the         
             Orchestra and other 

ensembles, instruments specific 
practice)

Unit 3 - Form and Structure 
(Ground Bass)

Unit 4 – Theme and Variations

Unit 5 –Exploring instruments 
and performance Skills

Unit 6 Gamelan and African 
Traditions 

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Students are encouraged to use independent research, use the internet, borrow library resources 
and even join the lunchtime music activities.  Finally, if you would like to enhance your skills on an 
instrument/voice, you can also apply instrumental lessons at the school.  You may enquire at either 
the student reception or the music department for further details or an application form.  
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PE

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms Y. Asgill

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2548

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Students receive 2 lessons of PE each week in year 7.  It is taught in single sex groups.  The key 
stage 3 curriculum offers students a wide range of activities.  Students have the opportunity to 
participate in up to 10 different activities throughout the year, with each activity taught in a 6-8 
week block. 
Each student has the opportunity to:
• Experience a wide range of physical activities.
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of physical activity and safety.
• Acquire physical, cognitive and social skills.
• Learn the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and how to measure and record their own fitness 
level.
• Develop an appreciation of the creative aspects of movement.
• Apply rules to activities during performance and as an official.

HOMEWORK

At the beginning of the course, students are expected to complete assessments in class to ascertain 
their level of English. Further on into the course, regular homework will be set.

TOPICS

In the autumn and spring terms the students 
will study:

In the summer term, the students will 
study:

Basketball
Netball

Trampolining
Football
Rugby

Gymnastics
Volleyball
Handball

Rounders
Cricket

Athletics

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Students also have many opportunities to improve their skills by attending extra-curricular activities 
throughout the year and include basketball, football, volleyball, badminton, athletics, cricket, 
netball, rounders and many more activities.  As well as entering inter-house competitions, students 
also have the opportunity to compete against other schools. Our students also compete successfully 
in a variety of sports at district and regional level. 
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PERSONAL & RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms Z. McDonald

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2558

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Personal and religious Studies concentrates on the development of the ‘whole’ child.  PRS lessons 
are taught to every student across the school for one lesson per week and aim to equip our students 
with the skills necessary for being a happy, healthy and productive member of our community both 
in school and out.  We cover topics such as sex and relationships education, drugs education, self-
esteem, boosters, anti-bullying, health matters, cancer awareness, careers education, anti-crime 
projects, and economic, financial and political awareness.  

During key stage 3, students learn about themselves as growing and changing individuals and as 
members of their communities with maturity, independence and power.  They become more self-
aware, and capable of more sophisticated moral reasoning.  They take more responsibility for 
themselves and become more aware of their views, needs and rights of people of all ages.  They 
build on the experience, confidence and competence they developed in key stage 2, learning new 
skills to help them make decisions and play an active part in their personal and social life.  They 
learn how to plan and manage choices for their courses and career.  Students continue to develop 
and maintain a healthy lifestyle, coping well with their changing bodies and feelings. They also 
learn how to cope with changing relationships and understand how these can affect their health and 
well-being.  They make the most of new opportunities to take part in the life of the school and its 
communities. 

Our main aims are to promote self-esteem and personal values, to provide the knowledge and 
understanding that promotes active and constructive citizenship, to encourage healthy lifestyles as 
well as independent learning and an increased responsibility for organising their studies and plans 
for their future. 

HOMEWORK

Homework is set every lesson and will be linked to the main objectives of the lesson or the unit of 
work. Due to the nature of the subject, homework may be research based or even involve group 
work.

TOPICS

What is citizenship?
School council
Animal rights

Sex and relationship education

Diversity and refugee awareness
Local democracy and government

Family conflict
First aid

WHERE TO FIND HELP

All PRS staff are happy to help.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Ms Z. McDonald

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2558

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Religious Education offers people the opportunity to understand and respect the different religions 
beliefs, values and traditions.  It also helps then to understand the influences these may have on 
individuals, societies, communities and cultures.

HOMEWORK

Homework should be set every two weeks to check on that has happened in class and to research 
new topics.  A variety of tasks should be set in each unit

TOPICS

In the autumn term, the 
students will study:

In the spring term, the 
students will study:

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

Why religion? 
Different religions
Places of worship

Worshippers
Sacred texts

Which religion are you?

 In the spring term, the 
students will study:

Where do people worship?

In the summer term, the 
students will study:

Key founders in the six major 
faiths

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Students will use and be encouraged to use a variety of resources to find information.  These will 
include books, internet, people, magazines, newspapers, television, videos, DVD, etc.  
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SCIENCE

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:  Mr D. Howe

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:  020 8829 2566

ABOUT THE SUBJECT

Students in year 7 are taught in their tutor groups for the first half term and then grouped by ability 
thereafter. Students’ progress is carefully and regularly monitored allowing students to move up 
and down the groups depending on performance.  The students are assessed throughout the year in 
various topics by examination style questions and through investigation work incorporated into the 
topics.

HOMEWORK

Homework is set every week and is in line with the school homework policy. Homework includes 
research work, project work and can be used as a continuation of class work.

TOPICS

Biology Units Chemistry Units Physics Units

Cells & microscopes
Differences

Classification
Digestion 

Acid reactions
Particles

Atoms, elements & compounds
Chemical reactions

Periodic table

Electricity and Magnetism
Energy

Forces & levers
Speed

WHERE TO FIND HELP

Help is readily available from all Science teachers at lunchtime and after school. A Key stage 3 
revision guide can also be useful in consolidating the topics taught in class.


